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WOMONSPACE CRAFT FAIR 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER | 5 
AT HAZELDEAN HALL, 9630 - 66 AVENUE 
| | AM TO 3 PM 
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STAINED GLASS, JEWELRY, BOOKS, ORNAMENTS, 
CARDS, CANDLES, POTTERY, FOOD, ETC. 


(afaee 
De De 


at 


TO BOOK A TABLE PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE 
WITH WOMONSPACE VOICEMAIL, 482-1794. ($1O TABLE CHARGE) 
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WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS Contributors 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to _ this i issue: 
the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and social — 
commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all welcomed. ies €, jl Cc. 
Contributors may either write to Womonspace News (Box 128, Main P.O., | Lloyd, Lindy 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, visit our web site at | Pratch, Bemice, 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm or leave a message at 482- Phyl 
1794. Topics for coming months: December- Alberta’s Individual Rights 
Protection Act. Januaty- Family. February- Poetry. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society eine We sé ate 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 
Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 

| submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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| Massiah, Honeypot. } 


COMING OUT 


A never-ending story 
by Laune 

I was sitting behind the wheel of my car. A 
woman I barely knew, with whom Id just spent 
the afternoon drinking beer while watching the 
finals of a city women’s fastball tournament, 
had her head stuck in the passenger-side 
window and had just asked me to give her a kiss 
goodbye. On the mouth! 

I was in a bit of a fog from the beer and still 
stunned by her cryptic words from earlier that 
afternoon. When she had mumbled, “1 think 
you could probably be persuaded either way,” in 
a voice so low no-one else around us could 
hear, I had pretended (not very convincingly, I 
suspect) to not have a clue what she was talking 
about. A little while later she’d told me that she 
was gay... and that scared me. It wasn’t that I 
was afraid of her; it was my own response to 
her revelation that frightened me. I was... 
stunned. Intrigued. Relieved. Curious. Strangely 
exhilarated. And... totally hooked. 

“C’m’ere,” she said, still leaning in my car 
window. I nervously dropped my keys on the 
floormat for the umpteenth time, leaned 
towards her, and tried to let her kiss me. Our 
lips were just about to touch when panic took 
over and I tumed away, her lips barely grazing 
the side of my cheek. 

“You can’t do it, can your” she smiled 
nervously, pulling back a bit but still hanging on 
to the side of my car. “That’s okay. Forget I said 
anything. Maybe I'll see ya later.” 

ak 

She did see me later. I kissed her later, too. A 
lot. Unfortunately, several weeks of delicious 
kissing went by before I discovered she lived 


with a lover who preferred she not see me at all. 
(So naturally I did the proper lesbian thing and 
slept with both of them, but that’s a whole 
other story—and no, not at the same time.) 

Can it really be almost 20 years since that 
particular little bit of dyke drama unfolded? My 
coming-out summer was a blur of beer, softball, 
and women who didn’t carry purses. By the 
time league playoffs rolled around at the end of 
August, I had broken up with my boyfriend of 
four years, read The Well of Lonedness and 
decided it was vitally important that I play in a 
women’s broomball league that winter. 

You’ve come a long way, baby dyke. 

404K 

Coming out to myself at the age of 20 was, it 
tums out, just one page in a story that continues 
to unfold. What I find most surprising now, as I 
look back over two decades of sapphic 
adventure, is that it wasn’t even the first 
chapter. 

I'd had feelings for certain girls in elementary 
school that were definitely romantic; and that 
crush I had on Julie Andrews started way back 
when I saw Mary Poppins at the tender age of 
five. I always hated dolls and playing house, 
preferring baseball, climbing trees and riding my 
bike. I adored Nancy Drew mystery books and 
felt like I had something in common with her 
tomboyish friend, George. 

By the time I got to high school I had heard 
my older brother use the words “fairy” and 
“mo” in a derogatory tone. I got called “lezzie” 
when I was in Grade 12 and knew all too well 
what it meant; I just didn’t know at the time 
that I would grow up to be one. I did know that 
I felt a special kinship with gay characters in 
movies, plays, books. But I wasn’t ready or able 
to come out—even to myself—as a lesbian. Not 
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even after I realized I was in love with my best 
friend; I had always been attracted to 
classmates of both sexes, and figured when the 
time was right I’d meet some guy, settle down 
and eventually get married—or not. Finding 
Mr. Right was never a high priority; finding 
myself seemed a much more practical pursuit. 
And finding myself on the receiving end of 
soft, wet kisses from bold, sexy women was 
just the beginning, I happily discovered, of The 
Rest Of My Life. 
aK OK 

I came out to my family in stages. Little 
brother was the first blood relative I told. 
Without missing a beat he gave me a big hug 
and said he was glad I’d been honest with him. 
When I cautioned that I wasn’t ready to tell 
anybody else just yet, he gave a conspiratorial 
nod, as if to say “your secret’s safe with me,” 
then added: “This is a pretty understanding 
family... considering how fucked up we are.” 

Several years passed before I was ready for 
another coming-out moment. As it tumed out, 
breaking the news to my father was kind of 
like informing him that the sky was blue. He’d 
figured out my orientation a long time ago, had 
absolutely no problem with it, and said I would 
always be his daughter and that he would 
always love me. As far as he was concemed, 
my being gay was neither good nor bad, simply 
“unconventional.” When I asked how he could 
be so untroubled by it, considering many 
patents dtsoum their children when they find out 
they’re gay, my dad explained that his 
acceptance stemmed partly from having met 
lots of gay men at art college (go figure). He 
also said he was very glad I had more 
significant priorities in life than snaring a 
husband and spending $20,000 on a wedding 
(something one of my cousins had just done). 


But then he said something that surprised me: 
“Don’t tell your older brother. He has a real 
problem with it.” 

“Tt” being homosexuality in general, I was 
informed. “He doesn’t want to hear that his only 
sister is gay,” dad continued. “You know how 
conservative he 1s. He’s really uptight about it.” 

Since my older brother and I never had much 
to say anyway, I figured it wouldn’t kill me to 
keep quiet about my sexual orientation. After a 
few more years, however, I decided to take that 
final step. I was working up the courage to blurt 
out that if he really wanted to know me, he’d 
have to start by accepting that I was gay. But 
before I got a chance to tell him, 4e told we. 

“I know about you,” he said. “I’ve known for 
years... and I’m really hurt that you waited so 
long to tell me. So... why didn’t you tell me 
before now?” 

“Because Dad told me NOT toll!” I said, 
bursting into tears. 

KK 

I remain in the closet at work. 

I know it seems kind of weird, being out to 
my family and not on the job (except to a select 
few—a handful of other gay men and women). 
But even though I am employed by a company 
that offers a same-sex spousal benefits package, 
equality in the payroll office doesn’t necessarily 
translate into friendly acceptance at the water 
cooler. 

That’s my story and I’m sticking to it. And yes, 
I know that’s my own intemal homophobia 
talking; that my silence is possibly more 
dangerous in the long run than coming out could 
ever be. That letting my co-workers see that they 
do indeed know someone gay—a lesbian who’s 
friendly, capable, conscientious, and not a big 
scary monster—could go a long way towards 
global acceptance. I tell myself that I’m not really 


4 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


being secretive; that if anyone asks, I’ll tell the 
truth; I just don’t need to broadcast my sexual 
orientation. It’s really nobody’s business but my 
Own... 

And then just the other day I overhead a 
man sitting a few desks over from mine 
remark, “I don’t like homos.” 

I froze. 

Then I thought about asking him if he could 
be more specific; if it was homo sapiens he 
didn’t like, or homo milk products. Then I 
thought about asking him exactly what it was 
he didn’t like about homos—their hair? their 
clothes? their superior fashion sense?—and 
whether he was aware he’d been working 
practically right next to one for several years. 

But I didn’t say a word. 

And by sitting there in silence, I had given 
him permission to be a bigot. By keeping quiet 
I had very loudly told him, “it’s okay for you to 
not like me JUST BECAUSE I’M GAY.” 

Why didn’t I say something? Why was it 
more important to protect his ignorant feelings 
than my own self-esteem? And where did I 
leave the key to that closet door? 


Come Out, Come Away 
by J.C. 


You were the clear 

that came and took me away. 

Crisp and clean. 

Soft and delicate. 

Truth brought me closer to your heart 
days and nights spent in your arms. 
From you | learned; 

your wisdom of a sacred soul, 

of a new life. 

| remember... 


QUOTES: 
There are no excuses now. Everyone has 
to keep coming out. People in the 
closet—how ’70s is that? We have to get 
out as gay people and meet people and 
be charming. Anne Heche said she wasn't 
gay until she met Ellen. Apparently we’re 
overlooking the easiest way to make 
people gay. 

Suzanne Westenhoefer, 1997 


Coming out was funny. It was like finally 
registering your car. And when it’s not 
registered, you're always worried that 
every cop, every policeman is going to get 
you. You’ve got that weight on your 
shoulders, and you're always looking 
behind you. 

Melissa Etheridge, 1993 


The more people come out, the less it will 
be an issue. If we are ashamed of 
ourselves, how the hell can we expect the 
rest of the world not to be ashamed of us? 
Martina Navratilova, 1993 


| didn’t come out until | was 30. My oldest 
brother had the most trouble with my 
being a lesbian [...] When | first came out 
to him he told me, “Don’t tell Dad. It will kill 
him.” This gave me visions of myself as 
the neutron lesbian. “Hey, Mr. Reagan,” | 
used to say onstage, “I’m a lesbian.” 
Kaboom! 

Kate Clinton, 1990 
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OUT AND PROUD LAWYER 


No more secrets 
by Juhe C. Lloyd 


Yes, I am an out lawyer. I came out as a lawyer 
in May of 1996, after coming out to myself and 
my family a few years earlier. 

I worked for a number of years as an ‘in the 
closet’ lawyer in larger firms. I told myself early on 
that it wasn’t that I was going to 4e about my 
sexual orientation; it’s just that it was not relevant 
to my professional life, so there was no need to 
bring it up. Tums out this little mission statement 
would have its consequences. 

The decision not to disclose my onentation 
really restricted my contnbutions to office small 
talk. Such talk among my office colleagues often 
revolved around spouses, children or dating. I, on 
the other hand, talked about my cat and my nieces 
and nephews. I answered questions like “How was 
your weekend?” with, “Oh, it was fine... how was 

yours?” In avoiding and deflecting discussing big 
chunks of my life I expect that I came across as 
the loser chick from hell—no man, no social life, 
came to the Christmas party alone again this 
year—a matron aunt with a cat; how sad. I had 
decided not to lie about my onentaton, but what I 
hadn’t realized was that every time I fostered or 
abided an incorrect image of myself I was lying by 
omission. As my silence gave rise to a lie, the lie 
gave nse to the need for a secret. 

Since I now had a secret I had to worry about 
whether that secret would get out. I remember 
playing on the firm’s baseball team. We were short 
a player so I brought along my partner, Tina. I 
snagged a ball at first base (hell of a catch!) and 
heard, “Way to go, sweetie,” from our bench. 
Stress! 

I began to realize that the care and maintenance 
of my little secret was taking its toll. Each day that 
I participated in the misinformaton I was 


reaffirming my own homophobia—con firming that 
the “secret” was a foul and nasty thing. I did come 
out to a few select colleagues who I felt I could 
trust. I chose well and was never rejected during 
these episodes. I began, however, to get angry when 
I realized that when I was not rejected I felt—what 
was itp—I felt gratttude. “Thank you so much for 
liking me in spite of... well, you know.” 

Finally, I decided that I needed to stop being only 
half of myself. It was time to unfurl my little secret 
and start waving it proudly. It was the only way to 
preserve my wholeness, dignity and self-esteem. 

I set up practice as a sole practioner. This way, I 
reasoned, at least I couldn’t get fired. Then I took a 
deep breath and came out to as many sectors of the 
legal profession as I could think of. I joined the 
executive of the gay and lesbian section of the 
Canadian Bar Association, wrote an article for the 
CBA newsletter about lesbian and gay nghts issues, 
wrote to the faculty of law at the University of 
Alberta offering myself as a speaker on gay and 
lesbian nights issues. It felt good. I found that, for 
me, the best way to feel proud is to act that way. 
Life since coming out has been infinitely more 
satsfying. I am not nich, but I am able to bé exactly 
myself. My heart is ight—no more nasty secrets to 
tend. I finally brought a date to my last Christmas 
party, and I have not wom pantyhose in 528 days. 

I have learned that coming out is a never-ending 
process. After coming out in as many places as I 
could think of, I thought that was it. I was wrong. 
Just last week, for example, I was at a meeting of 
members of the different sections of the CBA. The 
chair asked that each attendee stand up , introduce 
themselves and identify which section they were 
representing. “Oh crap, here we go again,” I 
thought, then said, “Hi, Julie Lloyd, lesbian and gay 
nights section.” There were the expected heads 
jerking up from the pasta primavera to take a 
look—but “maybe,” I thought, “just maybe there 
were fewer heads jerking today.” 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 

The library has a number of recent books 
about coming out. The introduction to Outing 
Yourself (Random House 1995) by 
Michelangelo Signorile answers the question 
“Why come out?”: 

“Every day, more and 
more lesbians and gay men 
are realizing that the 
continuing process of 
coming out dramatically 
improves the quality of 
their lives. We have come 
to realize that so many of the things that make 
our lives as lesbians and gay men miserable can 
be traced back to the closet. As mental-health 
professionals have long told us, the basic 
predicament of living like a second-class citizen 
and actively hiding the truth about ourselves 
diminishes our personal dignity and our self- 
esteem—even when we might not be aware of 
it—and our impaired self-esteem leads to many 
complex emotional problems.” Outing 
Yourself and Coming Out Every Day (New 
Harbinger, 1997) by Bret K. Johnson both 
contain helpful hints on planning what to say, 
choosing the place and timing, and preparing 
for and coping with negative reactions. 

Signorile’s book is wonderfully supportive 
and practical. The subtitle of Johnson’s 
book—A Gay, Bisexual, or Questioning Man’s 
Guide—clearly indicates that it is written for 
men. Even so, lesbians can use its workbook 
format by adapting it to our own needs. 

Now That I’m Out, What Do I Do? 
Thoughts on Living Deliberately 


(St Martin’s 1997) is by Brian McNaught. The 
author shares his inspirational insights on 
integrating our sexuality into the rest of our 
lives. His personal essays glow with candour 
and warmth. 

As the title indicates, Betty Burzon’s Setting 
Them Straight: You CAN Do Something 
about Bigotry and Homophobia in your 
Life (Plume 1996) deals with much more than 
coming out. She talks about speaking openly 
about your life as a gay or lesbian person— 
normalizing—to counter homophobia: 

“Speaking casually, but honestly, about your 
life as if you expect the nongay person to be 
interested and accepting is a way of establishing 
a kind of ‘ground rule’ for interaction with co- 
workers, relatives, friends and strangers who are 
not gay. You may be aware that there is some 
antagonism to your sexual orientation, but you 
can defuse that by doing an end mun around it, 
behaving as you would if there were not an 
element of homophobia involved.” Burzon also 
encourages us to combat bigotry by correcting 
the record every time someone assumes that 
you and your lover, or companions, are 
heterosexual. 

Children of Horizons: How Gay and 
Lesbian Teens are Leading a New Way Out 
of the Closet (Beacon, 1993) by Gelbert Herdt 
and Andrew Boxer is an interesting study of the 
lives of young people coming out today. 
Coming out is described as a ritual rite of 
passage, “the acknowledged social process of 
entering gay and lesbian culture.” A diverse 
group of teens in Chicago gather weekly at a 
lesbian and gay social service agency to support 
each other through this passage. Their 
experiences, both rewarding and painful, are 
documented here. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) ts located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support is also 
available through email; 
gicce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pM. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pM. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pM. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pM. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United 
meets at 7:30 pm the last Saturday of each 
month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of 
social events. Linda at 447-4776. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth: 486-9661 (voice 
box 10). 

PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for lesbians, gays, 
transgendered persons and their parents, families, 
and friends. 

Out & Out (O’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Seeking more women 
members; leave a message for Jayne at 988-3132. 

Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s leather-fetish club for gay, lesbian 
and straight men and women meets at Boots & 
Saddle the first & third Friday of every month, 9 
PM to midnight. mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association 

Meet for three games of 10 pin every Saturday 
at 5:30 pm. Pins and Cues (SW comer of - 
Westmount Shopping Centre). $12. A group 
supper outing after bowling is also organized 
each week. Contact Karen at 432-3234. 


Night Spots: 
The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10116-124 Street. 
Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
10805-105 Ave.; 420-1679. 2 pm to 2 am Monday 
to Friday; 7 pm to 2 am Saturdays. Extended Grey 
Cup hours; open until 4 am Nov 13, 14 and 15. 
Lesbian & gay darts league every Thursday. 
Drop-in format. Also, Deanna hosts karaoke on 

Thursdays. A good night to come down for a 


good time! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

EVM Halloween Fantasy 

Arts Barns of Old Strathcona, 

10330-80 Ave. Lose yourself in the Haunted 
Maze, refresh yourself in the Voodoo Lounge 
and dance into the eerie hours. Event starts at 
8 pm; $12 at the door. 


Dance at Shakespear’s 
Dance for women only. New location, 10805- 
105 Avenue. Party and play pool until 2 am. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave., 11 am. 
Deadline for the December issue on the topic 
“Alberta’s Individual Rights Protection Act.’ All 
women are welcome. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

Delwin Vriend Rally 

Everyone is encouraged to welcome Delwin 
back from the Supreme Court Hearing in 
Ottawa. 9:50 pm at Edmonton Intemational 
Airport. If you need a ride, leave a message at 
482-1794. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

Womonspace Craft Fair 

Hazeldean Hall, 9630-66 Ave., 11 am to 3 pM. 
$10 table charge for vendors; call 482-1794 to 
book a table. 


Womonspace Gay Cup Dance 
Football fever hits Edmonton! Hazeldean 
Hall, 9630-66 Ave. 8 pm to 1 am. 


The Mavens 
Live band at Shakespear’s, 10805-105 Avenue. 
Tickets $5 advance, $7 at the door, 420-1679. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

Gloria Steinem 

Speaking at Winspear Centre (4 Winston 
Churchill Square), 7:30 pm. Call 428-1414 for 
ticket info. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

Judy Small 

Full Moon Folk club presents the Australian 
folksinger in concert at Riverdale Hall. 8 pm. 
Painting Daisies 

Live band at Shakespear’s, 10805-105 Avenue. 
Tickets $5 advance, $7 at the door; 420-1679. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

Ms T Fund-raiser 

Family event at Shakespear's, 10805-105 Ave, 2 
pM. Carnival activities and potluck supper. 
Everyone is welcome to attend and show your 
support for alternative foster families in Alberta. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Dance at Shakespear’s 

Dance for women only; 10805-105 Avenue. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the January issue, ‘Family.’ 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 

Winter Solstice Dance 

Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 Ave. 8:30 pm to 1 am. 
$7 or less (sliding admission). A smoke-free, 
alcohol-free event for women only. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:482~-1794 
0? Hotline:988-3132 
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LESBIANS ONLINE 


by April Mae 

April Mae is ba-a-a-ckkkk! After a long 
month’s travel along the west coast to 
California, it was such a relief to be home. 
Then September came along and I was busy 
with my son—a typical teenage boy. So I am 
glad to do the URL addy search for Lesbians OnLine again. Some 
of you might already know about the new Womonspace web site. 
Check it out at 
http: //www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm 

Here are several other interesting web sites. Enjoy surfing! 
http: //www.bodybasics.com 

Lesbians who love tattoos, check into this homepage. They 
have good information on body modification, tattoos and 
piercing. 
http: //www.swade.net/swadepages /les_hist.htm 

This is a wonderful homepage of the history of lesbians since 
60 AD. Grab the chance to lear about lesbians, or you can 
bookmark the website and go back again and again. 
http: //www.geocities.com/westhollywood 

The gay/lesbian/transgendered and bisexual communities. 
http: //www.wolfenet.com/~brenner 

The homepage of a fatdyke; also a high pnestess; spintuality 
content. 
http: //www.geocities.com/westhollywood/6789/ 

An awesome, colorful webpage. Check for Conner’s homepage, 
plus more lists of lesbian homepages. 
http: //www.starnet.com.au/kylie 

The homepage of an Australian MTF butch; also the link to the 
Iron-Rose mailing list 
http: //www.qworld.org /staff/ 

More lists of lesbian home pages. 
http: //members.aol.com/rebec52/index.html 

A very friendly person, frend of mine, just recently married to 
another friend of mine, Bear. They are on the Stonebutch mailing 
list, check into it at 
http: //www.concentric.net/~abigdog /Butch/ 

- If you have a homepage or business stte related to lesbians and gays, 

please share it nith April Mae: passion@compusmart.ab.ca 


MAD HATTER TEA PARTY 
Fund-raiser for Ms. T 


More than 70 people—almost 
half of them young children— 
attended the afternoon fund-raiser 
for Ms. T held in conjunction with 
the October 18 dance at 
Hazeldean Hall. 

Womonspace would like to 
thank all those who took part, 
helping to raise $500 for the 
EPOCH Project (Ms. T legal and 
education fund). 

Special thanks to: 

The Bagel Tree 

Safeway (Oliver, Bonnie Doon 
branches) 

Urban Grind 

Imagination Market 

Karen Perry 

London Drugs (Oliver Square) 
Garneau Theatre ? 

Kevin Kupsch (Liquor Depot) 
Cindy Walker-Watson (Sam I Am) 
IGA (Morinville) 

A&B Sound 

Cookies By George 

Michael Phair (the Mad Hatter), 
Roxanne Hurd-Pride (Queen of 
Hearts), Anne Etienne (DJ), Cathy 
Wood and the other card guards; ~ 
and the Womonspace board: Roz, 
Karen, Lynn, 
Angela, Tina, 
Adele, Carol 
and Lindy. 


10 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


ON A QUEER DAY 
by Bernice 

Since coming to terms with my sexuality, one 
thing that has puzzled me until recently is my 
enormous appetite for queer culture. Listening 
to Gaywire every Thursday has become a staple 
in my life. Hearing discussion of queer current 
events, news stories, interviews and gay-positive 
music helps fill a void that is not attainable 
from the mainstream media. I attend gay and 
gay-positive events and support gay businesses 
as often as possible. It wasn't until listening to 
“On a Queer Day” during pride week that I 
was able to understand my ferocious appetite 
for queer culture. Brian and Lenore were able 
to put it all in perspective. I found the message 
enlightening and feel it is well worth repeating. 

Every day we are surrounded by straight 
culture: the print media, movies, television, 
radio; and the people we work with all freely 
discuss heterosexuality without giving it a 
second thought. Exposure to queer culture is 
very limited, yet access to queer culture is 
necessary for gays and lesbians to be able to 
feel free and proud of who we are. Attending 
gay events or supporting gay-positive 
businesses allows us the freedom to be with our 
partners or other gay people without any 
repercussions; a basic social need that most 
straight people take for granted. Without these 
outlets we can’t flourish and be proud. Denying 
or limiting access puts tremendous pressure on 
us emotionally—a pressure straight people 
don’t have to deal with. 

Each time we attend or support gay events / 
businesses we are in essence coming out and 
satisfying a basic human need, one that is not 
met by the dominant heterosexual society. 
Support of queer culture is important to allow 


us to contribute and be proud of our queer 
society. Ever so slowly, queer culture is making 
inroads into the mainstream media and into 
everyday conversation; providing a glimmer of 
hope for the future, especially for gay and 
lesbian youth. 


OUT AND IN AND BACK AGAIN 
by Phylds 

This summer I had the joy of spending two 
weeks on vacation with my sweetie. What we 
experienced provided a really clear picture of 
what it’s like to be out—or not. We spent a 
week in the Caribbean. Ah, you say, lucky you! 
Sun, sand and surfl Yes, it was lovely and hot; 
but I found out just a few days before we left 
Edmonton that we could be tummed back at the 
border (as undesirable aliens, I guess) if they 
thought/knew we were gay. Everywhere we 
went, I found myself biting my tongue to keep 
from calling my sweetie “sweetie” in public, as I 
had no wish to be deported. Little things—ke 
not being able to hold hands at a concert— 
irritated me. Being there was like being in a big, 
steamy closet. 

We retumed to Canada and spent the 
remainder of our vacation in Toronto, where we 
attended a singers’ weekend put on by the Gay 
and Lesbian Association of Choruses. There 
were more than 500 mostly gay, lesbian and 
bisexual music lovers from all over North 
America. Everywhere there were people just 
being themselves—as singles, couples, friends, 
lovers, whatever. How wonderful to experience 
the freedom of being introduced as “partner” 
and not “friend,” to hold hands during a 
concert, to just be ourselves again. It helped me 
realize that the freedom to be out is a right 
worth struggling for. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 11 


SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL’ 
by Liz Massiah 
Clinical Soctal Worker, MSW’, RSW’ 

Diana Ross sang, “I’m coming out, I want the 
world to know, got to let it show”; Chns 
Williamson sang, “that old closet doesn’t hold me 
any more.” The list of songs that speak to the 
process of being fully who we are as lesbians 1s 
lengthy. 

We tell our stories to each other, almost ntually 
describing our early feelings, our process of 
acknowledgement of our true selves that forever 
changes our lives. 

“Coming out” is a complex process—our 
invisibility is a bind—we can hide, or pass as 
heterosexual, or we can be visible—the choice is 
usually ours. So in every new social situation or 
encounter we must make a choice. What shall we 
say, how safe will I be, what about the unexpected 
response, what about the gossip, etc, etc. Lots of 
questions. 

Not telling means being dishonest, being untrue 
to one’s core self. Yet most of us strive for honesty, 
for self-disclosure, for being fully who we are in all 
the important aspects of our lives. What to do 
when that might mean job loss, loss of custody of 
children, loss of feeling safe? 

The process is ongoing. Often in couples one 
person is more out than the other; how to balance 
that becomes a challenge, often a source of friction. 
A friend who is more openly lesbian may be 
coached by another on how to behave in certain 
situations, or simply not invited. “You will be 
careful about us, won’ your” says one dyke to 
another. 

Being heterosexual includes many privileges and 
provides social sanction. Relationships may be 
violent and abusive, but are still generally more 
acceptable than lesbian relationships. Legal 
situations will be more readily resolved—who gets 
what when a relationship ends is easier to sort out. 


So coming out means a loss of that protection and 
privilege. It means we must grieve the loss and 
recognize ourselves as being in a different situation. 
Often words are said—“how come it feels so nght 
inside, and is so unsafe outsider” Balancing the two 
becomes another task in our lives that can take a lot 
of energy. 

Gnef makes demands on us, as we are confused, 
angry, fightened and accepting at any one time. 
Depression, anxiety, drug and alcohol abuse—all 
these and other issues are often related to this 
undone gnef work to the notion that part of us 
really believes we don’t deserve the same as others 
because of who we love. Internalized homphobia is 
strong and in each of us to varying degrees. It 
convinces us to protect ourselves in many ways, 
demands to be challenged, or it can become 
cnppling. And it vanes from situation to situation. 
Yet research into our emotional health shows that 
the more consistently open we are with ourselves 
and those around us, the healthier we are and the 
safer we feel. It seems the paradox that “being out 
is risky, but safer than the closet” is indeed true. 

What are the ways the closet beckons us? The 
list is different for each of us, and always changing. 
But it is often helpful to determine whose voices 
are part of our own lists. Then we can start to 
wonder how it will be different when those voices 
are quieter. 

What is being out? Does that mean talking to 
the media? Taking a same-gender date to the office 
party? Not “straightening” the house before friends 
come over? Just what does it mean? How much 
stronger does being out make you feel; how does 
hiding diminish your energy ? 

Adrienne Rich said “when a woman tells the 
truth about herself, she creates more space for 
truth around her.” True about every part of our 
lives as women... but not always easy. 

Comments and feedback are always 
welcome. Contact me at 910-3050. 


12 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


SAPPHO TELEVISION 
Dyke listings we'd like to see 


by Laure 

I Dream of Jeannie: \t’s another 
sleepless night for Toni as she tries to 
get her ex out of her mind. 

The Littlest Homo: The zany 
adventures continue 
as Shorty McDyke 
and her trusty 
German Shepherd 
solve mysteries in 
San Francisco’s 
lesbian ghetto. 

The Lesbian Avengers: Emma 
peels and Jody squeals as the fire-eaters 
take jobs in a strip club to fund their 
next ride. 

Dotty’s Date Cafe: Dotty regrets 
setting up her ex on an internet chat 
line when she meets a sexy sapphic 
cybermate who seems too good to be 
true. 

Movies of the Week: 

Homo Alone—While her mom’s away 
on a business tnp, Jill gets her nose 
pierced, papers the house with ani 
difranco posters and invites all the 
neighbours to a lesbian pot luck. THREE 
MOONS. 

Buffy the Vampire Muff Diver—Buffy’s 
got until midnight to drink from the 
Ceremonial Fountain of Honey, or 
she'll lose her licker licence. Two 
MOONS. 


NOVEMBER HOROSCOPES 


by Honeypot 

ARIES: One of these days that mouth ts going 
to get you into so much trouble... please, think 
before you speak. You'll thank me later. 
TAURUS: It’s time to slow down, grrrrl. Come 
up for air and reassess the situation: Do you 
really have time for both those women? 
GEMINI: Some flames are just too hot to 
handle. Let things cool a bit. That cauldron’s 
gotta keep you warm all winter, remember. 
CANCER: Just when you thought things 
couldn’t get any better, she surprises you. Be 
ready to travel on a moment's notice, big dyke. 
LEO: The planets are telling you to get your 
head out of Uranus and put it where it 
belongs—between that sexy Scorpio’s legs. 
VIRGO: I know it’s not your nature, but 
sometimes you have to throw caution to the 
wind. Buy that lacy bra—she’s worth it. 
LIBRA: Face it, you’re in a rut. But lesbian bed 
death doesn’t have to set in completely; show 
her a side of you she’s never seen before, tiger! 
SCORPIO: That Aries you’ve had your eyes 
on is already spoken for. Unless you want to be 
branded a homewrecker, find a new playmate. 
SAGITTARIUS: She bought that new slinky 
red dress just for you. Now give her a reason to 
take it off. 

CAPRICORN: You’ve been way too serious 
for way too long. Don’t let what's left of the 
year pass you by. November was made for sex. 
AQUARIUS: Whoever said ‘you’re not getting 
older, you’re getting better’ never met you. 
Forget what it says on your birth certificate; 
you're only as young as you feel. Think 18! 
PISCES: Swimming with the fishes is nice, but 
dry land beckons. You'll need to have both feet 
on solid ground this month. 
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SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD: 


—aA Volunteer Social will be held early in 
the new year. 

—Our answering machine has been giving 
us problems again. Please leave a second 
message if you do not receive a reply within a 
week. 


ELECTION RESULTS: 


The Womonspace Annual General Meeting 
was held on October 26th. Welcome to our 
new board! 

President: Tina Taylor 
Vice-President: Terri Hayes 
Treasurer: Carol Cattell 

Secretary: Angela Williams 
Newsletter Editor: Lindy Pratch 
Membership Director: Lynn Barbeau 
Activities Director: Roz Ostendorf 


PR Director: Julie Lloyd 


Volunteer Co-ordinator: VACANT 


CLASSIFIED 


ADVERTISING 


I want to start a club for older lesbians (over 
40). Anyone interested please call Sherry, 475- 
1502. 

Lawn bowling coach wanted for blind woman. 
National and international level; involves travel. 
Must be non-smoker. Call Jackie at 488-4179. 
Older responsible lesbian (35-50) wanted to 
share home. Laundry, cable and telephone 
available. $300 a month and 1/3 of the utilities. 
Home is in the North East of Edmonton and is 
on a bus and LRT route. Call Sherry, 475-1502. 
Computer memory, 16 meg RAM, 4 - 30 pin 
SIMMs, 60 ns, guaranteed. $90. Installation 
available. Call Bernice at 403-764-2319 or email 
Kadatz@arc.ab.ca. 

Wanted: Baby sitter for one-year-old boy, son 
of lesbian parents. Feb.-July 1998, Tuesday 
through Friday, 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. Preferably in 
our home. Certified at Level II or III in Early 
Childhood Education or equivalent experience 
and up-to-date first aid required. Must be non- 
smoker. Salary negotiable. Phone 450-0299. 


GLOCE SEEKS DYKE STUFF 

The Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton is looking for lesbian . 
posters, magazines, pictures and music 

in order to have a more visible 
representation of women at the centre. 
Please call 488-3234 if you have 

anything to donate. 
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E fro an Environment, Services and Products for the 


com | | 


Jute C. Luoyp 
Barrister & Solicitor” 


Heal VBL 3y5 


Tel: (604) 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 


Mail Order 
1-888-WYM-WARE 3970 v8 


Eauou 9 XIV ‘S3am ‘smiia ‘S3A1A PRES? 


512, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
| Edmonton, Alberta T5) 1W8 
| Telephone 424-2332 Fax 424-2526 


| Urban Grind 

| Specialty 

Teas & Coffees 
| and Gifts 


/ 10124-124 Street — Phone 413-9609 
| Free parking at rear 


Ee Feyagedguw i 
cai 9 vore.qo\8 


40 private acres, beautiful view, 
15 mins. from Salmon Arm, 
5 minutes off the Trans Canada Hwy. 
Lovely country cottage or B&B available. 
Group rates too! 
Phone/Fax 
250-835-8891 | 
e-mail: mberry@jetstream,net 


To advertise in Womonspace News, 
call 482-1794. 
Business card size: $15. 


Quarter-page: $25 
(Classified ads are free for members) 


Wowmonspace Neeps You! 


| We need Dance Co-ordinators | || 
Dance Volunteers | 
and a 
Volunteer Co-ordinator 


call 482-1794 
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Womonspace 
GAY CUP Dance ~ 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
8 pm to 1 AM | 


Hazeldean Community 
Hall, 
9630-66 Avenue 


| _ WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 

| Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 

| Confidentiality Assured 
1 


| 

NAME(S)___ ; Se 
ADDRESS 5 CITY a 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 
| 

| 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/ single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
Cheque or Money Order ‘payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member Renewal I would like to be a volunteer YesO NoO 
Please mail my newsletter to my home U1 
I will it pick up the newsletter at dances/events (1 Total enclosed $. 


